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Introduction 
UNDER THE GUN 





it to the whole world, that a man does evil onl 

because he does not know his real interests, and 
if he is enlightened and has his eyes opened 
to his own best and normal interests, man will 
cease to do evil and at once become virtuous 
and noble, because when he is enlightened and 
understands what will really benefit him he will 
see his own best interest in virtue, and since it 
is well known that no man can knowingly act 
against his best interests, consequently he will 
inevitably, so to speak, begin to do good. Oh, 


Tell me, who was it who first declared, proclaiming 
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Rose Nerad without whom... 
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what a baby! 
Dostoyevsky, Notes from Underground 





Eight years and all these issues later, we are 
celebrating the publication of the 25th issue in this 
unique series. 

This all began in 2008 with The Avenging Mind. 
How many features, how many characters, how many 
themes, how many original ideas, have we introduced 
since that number? Which one is your favorite? Why? 
Don’t be bashful; write to us. 

Rob Imes wonders if there are not more pages in 
this series than any other Ditko worked on. Ole M. 
Olsen figures this amounts to 800 pages in 25 issues. 
What do you think? 


This marks Lucky Campaign #13 in Kickstarter and 
those who have made this such a success are worthy 
of recognition. 

And so we dedicate this issue to... 


David Williams, Scott Rowland, Tom Campbell, 
Michael Tomasulo, Zack Kruse, Nick Caputo, Lou 
Valenti, Mike DeLisa, Gene Hall, Bruce Simon, 
Michael Hoskin, Ira Schimel, Ken Case (who made the 
13th pledge), Quentin Chaney, Mark Wheatley, Brent 
Zustiak, Sitcomics, Rodrigo Baeza, Paul Smith, Dale 
Detwiler, Ole M. Olsen, Donald Kaake, Jeff Douglas, 
Daniel Molnar, Neil Anderson, Javier Hernandez, Joe 
Hollon, Mark Byzewski, Peter A. Rose, Kirk Spencer, 
J. Kevin Carrier, Thad Boyd, Denny ‘dennmann’ 
Riccelli, Philip Haxo, Barry Pearl, Denis Parry, Chuck 
Arnold, J. War, Kendall Whitehouse, 


Mario Muscar, Chris Marshall, Maria Galloway, David 
A. Wendt, Mike Hill, Jackie Estrada, Lynn Walker, Kevin 
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Halstead, Tim Burdick, Randall Kirby, 
Adam Tinworth, Thomas Barichella, 
Douglas W. McCratic, Andrew Sanford, 
John Gentil, Omar Pineda, Chet 
Reams, Jeff Murphy, Thomas Juette, 


Anthony Morris, Jason Penney, John 
Rxb, Christopher Day, Donald Kornek, 
Mike Meltzer, Bill Kartalopoulos, Joe 
McCulloch, John Hall, Philip Cowgill, 
Vince Bayless, Crimsy, Jason Travis 
Miles, James Fallisgaard, Jim Martin, 
J. Scott Stewart, Jim Doller, David 
Gaddis, Jonathan Rowe, Steven Hager, 
Jim Kosmicki, Dreaming City Books 
(Jim Kirkland Pub.), Charles Brenner, 
Matt Tauber, Greg Juris, Bloodfists, Ted 
Haycraft, Brian Gerheim, Michel Brown, 
Mike Kitchen, Rudolph C. Stotz, Peter 
Duncan, Mike Lee, Robert Rettinger, 
Heather Harkins, Florian Schiffmann, 
Jim Dandy, Joseph Zaremba, Dennis F. 
Rogers, happypeep, 


Mark Verheiden, Marcus Hill, Steve 
Sullivan, Philip Berkheimer, BRMK, 
Cory MacDonald, Dusten Watts, Jacque 
Nodell, Jamie Gambell, Allan Harvey, 
Gavin Callaghan, Jonatan Lemos Z, 
Roger Langridge, enemyfromspace, 
Antonio J. Iriarte, Robert Guffey, Daryl 
Davis, 


Athos Bousvaros, Patrick Ford, 
James van Heuklon, Patrick Keck, 
Andy McHale, Rose Nerad, Harry 
McCracken, Martin Hand, Dennis 
Wiedbusch, Daniel, Maximilian Smith, 
Billy Foss, Nathaniel Oberstein, Tom 
Peirce, Robert Rowe, Marc Svensson, 
Jarett Kobek, Jeff Lester, Kelvin Mao, 
Joseph Garza, Tony Baltulis, Hiram G. 
Wells, Francesco Brisighelli, Clayton 
Hollifield, Tim Gagne, Jonathan Sharp, 
Darren Goodhart, Michel Fiffe, Jez 
Higgins, Doug Pratt, DoctorWhoCares, 
Stephen O’Brien, Brandon somos, Von 
Grimm 

and Joe Frank, Tony Shillings, Jim 
McPherson, Thomas W. Scott Ill, Dave 
Rawlins, 





Darren Ford (Ditkoclub.com), 
Rodney Schroeter (rschroeter@ 
silentreels.com), 
Strange Adventures 
Comix & Curiosities (www. 


strangeadventures.com) and our 
faraway friend in Paris, 
Editions Deesse (ed @editions- 
deesse.com) 


PHILOSOPHY 
vs. 
NO- OR ANTI-PHILOSOPHY 
(c) 2016 S. Ditko 
ALL human behavior involves some 
PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE, some GUIDE 
to LIVE, ACT IN the REAL WORLD. 

PHILOSOPHY means SOMEONE’S 
PHILOSOPHY: Plato, Marx, pragmatism, 
A. Rand’s OBJECTIVISM. EVERYONE 
acts on HIS PHILOSOPHY however well 
known or understood. 

Comic books means SOMEONE’S comic 
books: Marvel, DC, independents, etc. 

FOR/AGAINST means SOMEONE’S 
PHILOSOPHY, MIND, is for/ 
against SOMEONE ELSE’S MIND/ 
PHILOSOPHY. 

TheANTIS, CBF COMPLAINERS, who 
choose to remain PHILOSOPHICALLY 
DUMB and ACT as PHILOSOPHICALLY 
ENLIGHTENED continue to express 
THEIR INCOMPETENCE with their 
LINKING their ANTI-DITKO STORY and 
ART and A. RAND’S OBJECTIVISM 
philosophy. 

Yet, few CBFs have ACTUALLY 
READ the articles | have written and the 
comic books | have written, drawn and 
PUBLISHED. 

FEWER STILL have ACTUALLY 
READ Rand’s “BIG” (CBF complaint) 
Atlas Shrugged or Rand’s other BIG 
BOOK that explains, analyzes and 
defends her PHILOSOPHICALPREMISES, 
IDEAS, STORIES, THEMES, CHARACTERS 
and MOTIVATIONS. 

Those CBFs are like authors of a 
BIG BOOK with BLANK PAGES or 
MEANINGLESS SCRAWLS. 
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